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comparison, we discover anything new or find new light shed on a
subject, we should not reject it. We have, however, failed to do
this. Our religious heads are always one-sided in their thinking.
There is no harmony between their words and deeds. We do
not have among us men who, like Tolstoy, would speak out the
plain truth irrespective of whether or not that would please the
people or the society in which they work. Such is the pitiable
condition of this our land of non-violence. Our non-violence is
an unworthy thing. We see its utmost limit in refraining somehow
from destroying bugs, mosquitoes and fleas, or from killing birds and
animals. We do not care if these creatures suffer, nor even if we
partly contribute to their suffering. On the contrary, we think it
a heinous sin if anyone releases or helps in releasing a creature that
suffers. I have already written and explained that this is not
non-violence, and I take this occasion, when I am speaking about
Tolstoy, to repeat that that is not the meaning of non-violence.
Non-violence means an ocean of compassion, it means shedding
from us every trace of ill-will for others. It does not mean abjectness
or timidity, or fleeing in fear. It means, on the contrary, firmness
of mind and courage, a resolute spirit.
We do not see this non-violence in the educated classes in
India. For them Tolstoy's life should be a source of inspiration.
He strove hard to put into practice what he believed in, and never
turned back from his chosen path. I do not believe that he
did not find that stick1. He himself said, of course, that he had
failed to discover it, but that was his humility. I do not agree
with his critics that he did not find that stick. I might perhaps agree
if anyone asserted that he did not fully act upon the principle
of non-violence of which he had had a glimpse. But, then, has
there been anyone in this world who could act upon the principle
of non-violence fully while he lived? I believe it impossible for one
living in this body to observe non-violence to perfection. While
the body endures, some degree of egotism is inescapable. We retain
the body only so long as egotism persists. Bodily life, therefore,
necessarily involves violence. Tolstoy himself said that anyone
who believed that he had realized his ideal would be lost. From
the moment he believed that, his fall would begin. The further
we travel towards an ideal the further it recedes. As we advance
in its search, we realize that we have one step after another to
1 In his introductory remarks, Dr. Hariprasad had said that Tolstoy had
failed to find the green stigk with many virtues-which his brother had advised
to discover,